
THE LIBRARY 

Summer Reading 2016 - Great Books For Young Adults 

 

 

The books, recommended for ages 12-18, meet the criteria of both good quality literature and 

appealing reading for teens.  

The list comprises a wide range of genres and styles, including contemporary realistic fiction, 

fantasy, horror and science fiction as well as non-fiction.  It is not meant to be viewed as a 

definitive selection. 

There is a separate list for Irish authors. 

All are available in the St. Andrew’s College Library. 

 

Abdel-Fattah, Randa Does My Head Look Big In This?  

Outspoken and funny 16 year old Amal, who loves shopping and television, decides to wear 

the hijab full time and perseveres despite resistance from classmates, townspeople and 

relatives. 

Adams, Douglas. The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide To The Galaxy.   

Comedy sci-fi classic! 

Arthur Dent’s house gets demolished to make way for a new inter-galactic bypass.  His best 

friend announces he's an alien. They're hurtling through space with nothing but their towels 

and a book inscribed with the big, friendly words: DON'T PANIC. 
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Anderson, M T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing. Vols. 1 and 2.  

Young Octavian is being raised by a group of rational philosophers known only by numbers – 

but it is only after he opens a forbidden door that learns the hideous nature of their 

experiments, and his own chilling role in them. Set in Revolutionary Boston, the novels take 

place at a time when Patriots battled to win liberty while African slaves were asked to risk 

their lives for a freedom they would never claim. 

Austen, Jane. Pride And Prejudice 

"It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune 

must be in want of a wife." 

Witless Mrs Bennet has only one aim in life - finding a good match her five daughters.  The 

witty sparring between her feisty, spirited daughter Elizabeth and proud Mr. Darcy is a joy to 

read.  Will they ever reconcile?  Read on!! 

Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

The story takes place during the crossing of a ship from England to America in the 19th 

century. The book chronicles Charlotte’s experiences as she is pushed outside her sheltered, 

naive existence and learns about life aboard the ship.  She learns a valuable lesson about not 

judging people based on first impressions or positions of authority. 

Bacigalupi, Paola. Ship Breaker.  

This novel portrays a futuristic world destroyed by global warming. Nailer, a 17 year old ship 

breaker, must scavenge among ancient oil tankers looking for copper and other treasures to 

sell. Paolo Bacigalupi has created an award winning novel that invites teens to explore 

environmental issues, and to think about how their choices today can affect future generations 

Blackman, Malorie. Noughts and Crosses 

Malorie Blackman was the UK Children's Laureate 2013-2015. 

Thought-provoking look at racism and prejudice in an alternate society. 

 

Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a Nought -- a 

“colourless” member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two have 

been friends since early childhood, but that’s as far as it can go. In their world, Noughts and 

Crosses simply don’t mix. Against a background of prejudice and distrust, a romance builds 

between Sephy and Callum -- a romance that will lead both of them into terrible danger. Can 

they possibly find a way to be together? 

The first novel in the ‘Noughs and Crosses’ trilogy.   

Bray, Libba. The Diviners. 

Evie O’Neill has been exiled from her boring old hometown and shipped off to live with her 

uncle Will in New York City. It’s 1926, and the city is filled with speakeasies, Ziegfeld girls, 

and rakish pickpockets.. 

 



Evie worries her uncle will discover her darkest secret – her supernatural powers. But when 

the police find a murdered girl branded with a cryptic symbol and Uncle Will is called to the 

scene, Evie realizes her gift could help catch a serial killer – if he doesn’t catch her first! 

Breslin, Theresa. Prisoner Of The Inquisition.  

Zarita, only daughter of the town magistrate, lives a life of wealth and privilege. Saulo, son of 

a family reduced by circumstances to begging, witnesses his father wrongfully arrested and 

dealt with in the most horrifying way. Hauled off to be a slave at sea and pursued by pirates 

he encounters the ambitious mariner explorer, Christopher Columbus. Throughout his 

hardships Saulo is determined to survive - for he has sworn vengeance on the magistrate and 

his family. 

 

Burgess, Melvin. The Hit.  

A new drug is going around – Death.  It gives you a huge rush for a week, then kills you.  

Adam’s life is rubbish, so why not take it?   

This novel would be suitable for senior students. 

Camilleri, Andrea. The Story of the Nose 

Retelling of Gogol’s The Nose 

The Collegiate Assessor Kovalyov wakes one morning to discover that his nose has 

disappeared.  It has mysteriously found its way into a loaf of bread on the barber 

Yokovlevich's breakfast table. The barber attempts to dispose of it, but when Kovalyov steps 

out onto the St Petersburg streets, he finds his nose, now the size of a human, wearing a gold-

embroidered uniform and travelling around in a carriage... 

Camilleri is well-known for his Inspector Montalbano series of crime novels (now a TV 

series). 

Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts 

Life gets interesting for Moose Flanagan and his family when they become residents of the 

famous prison island, Alcatraz. 

Christie, Agatha. Murder on the Orient Express 

A snowdrift stops the luxurious Orient Express in its tracks overnight.  In the morning a 

passenger is dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, the door locked from the inside. 

Hercule Poirot uses his ‘little grey cells’ to solve the mystery. 

Clare, Cassandra. City of Bones 

Shadow Hunters walk the streets of New York City patrolling the creatures of the 

underworld. Clary Fray is unaware of this other world until the night she visits the 

Pandemonium Club and witnesses a demon slaying. Without warning she is drawn into the 

dark and exciting world of fallen angels and monsters.  



This is the first book in the popular Mortal Instrument series. 

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games 

When Katniss Everdeen's sister's name is drawn in the reaping she steps in to take her place. 

The annual Hunger Games is a battle to the death and Katniss will not let her little sister die, 

but now she must be partnered with the one boy from District 12 she cannot bear to harm. 

Katniss must rely on keen battle skills and sharp wit to protect both her and the baker's son 

while thinking of a way to outsmart the government that would control them all.  

This is the first book in the smash-hit Hunger Games trilogy 

Crossan, Sarah. The Weight Of Water 

A novel in verse. 

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, Kasienka and her mother 

head for England. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her mother's heart is breaking and at 

school friends are scarce. But when someone special swims into her life, Kasienka learns that 

there might be more than one way for her to stay afloat.  

The Weight of Water is a brilliant coming of age story, it also tackles the alienation 

experienced by many young immigrants.  

You might also like Breathe 

Dashner, James. The Maze Runner 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by 

strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. 

 

Outside is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. 

 

Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying - Remember. Survive. 

Run. 

The first novel in the bestselling series. 

Dessen, Sarah. The Truth About Forever.  

Macy Queen believes that keeping her life organized and predictable will help her deal with 

her father’s death. However, when her boyfriend breaks up with her, she decides to start 

taking chances beginning with an impulsive decision to get a summer job with a small 

catering company. With a cast of quirky and endearing characters this is a great story about 

love and the power to heal. 

You might also enjoy Dessen’s Along For The Ride which is available as an audiobook. 

Sleeping is overrated in this romance about two insomniacs. Auden and Eli both have trouble 

sleeping. She’s dealing with a divorced family, and he’s grieving the death of his best friend. 

Over the short summer they form a friendship and discover that accepting change and moving 

on is healing for both of them 



Dowswell, Paul.  Auslander 

A chilling and thought-provoking thriller about a Polish orphan's subversion of Nazi ideals. 

When Peter's parents are killed, he is sent to an orphanage in Warsaw. Then German soldiers 

take him away to be assessed. They decide that Peter is racially valuable. He is 

volksdeutscher: of German blood. With his blond hair and blue eyes he looks just like the boy 

on the Hitler-Jugend poster. Someone important will want to adopt Peter. Professor 

Kaltenbach is very pleased to welcome such a fine Aryan specimen to his household. But 

Peter is not quite the specimen they think. He is forming his own ideas about what he is 

seeing, what he is told. Peter doesn't want to be a Nazi, and so he is going to take a very 

dangerous risk. The most dangerous risk he could possibly choose to take in Berlin in 1942. 

Other great historical fiction novels by Dowswell include Powder Monkey, Red Shadow and 

Sektion 20 

Doyle, Catherine. Vendetta 

Retelling of Romeo & Juliet 

When five brothers move into the abandoned mansion next door, Sophie Gracewell's life 

changes forever. Drawn to Nic, Sophie finds herself falling into a world governed by 

powerful families. When Sophie's own family skeletons come to life, she must choose 

between two warring dynasties - the one she was born into, and the one she is falling in love 

with. When she does, blood will spill and hearts will break ... 

Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster 

Nhamo is an unloved, unwanted orphan. Rather than face a hateful marriage she decides to 

flee her Mozambique village. Her transition from half-starved wild child to a strong, 

independent young woman with a place in the modern world gives a tender, moving and 

warmhearted quality to an extraordinary adventure story. 

 

Another novel by Farmer you may enjoy is The House of the Scorpion - multiple award 

winning book which takes a futuristic look at a society who believes in cloning. Matt, a clone 

of the powerful 140 year old drug lord El Patron, is kept isolated from other members of his 

household and is both despised and feared by those around him.  When Matt learns that his 

sole purpose is to provide El Patron with organs to help him live longer, he seeks the help of 

a good friend to help his escape. This book raises questions about the value of life, individual 

freedom, and the ethics of cloning and would be suitable for senior students. 

 

Fletcher, Susan. A Little In Love 

 

Retelling of Eponine’s story from Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables 

 

Forman, Gayle. If I Stay.  

 

After a car accident kills her family and leaves her hovering between life and death, 17 year 

old Mia must make a choice. Should she stay and continue in this world as a gifted cellist 

bound for Julliard without her family, or should she allow herself to die.? Her observations of 

her past and present give meaning to what is most valuable about life.  



 

Frank, Anne. The Diary Of A Young Girl 

 

A world classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the 

human spirit. 

 

In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, Anne and her family fled their home in Amsterdam 

and went into hiding. For the next two years they and another family lived hidden in the 

"Secret Annexe" of an old office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, 

boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of 

discovery and death. 

 

The diary ends in August 1944 when they were betrayed to the Nazis. 

 

Funke, Cornelia. Inkheart 

 

Meggie loves books. So does her father, Mo, a bookbinder, although he has never read aloud 

to her since her mother mysteriously disappeared. They live quietly until one night a stranger 

knocks at their door. He has come with a warning that forces Mo to reveal an extraordinary 

secret - a storytelling secret that will change their lives for ever. 

 

The first novel in the trilogy 

Gaiman, Neil. The Graveyard Book.  

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing his entire family, who would have thought 

he would find safety and security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the resident ghosts, 

ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about life from the dead.  But 

for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer still looking for him - after all, he is the last 

remaining member of the family. Will Bod survive to be a man? 

You might also like Coraline – another Gaiman classic. 

Gantos, Jack. Joey Pigza Swallowed The Key.  

Joey is a good kid, but his teachers never know what he's going to do next. He sharpens his 

finger in the pencil-sharpener and swallows his house key. He can't sit still for more than a 

minute - Joey is buzzing!   This is an exceptionally funny story about a boy with severe 

attention deficit disorder (ADD). 

This book would appeal to reluctant readers. 

Gardner, Sally. Maggot Moon 

A boy with one green eye and one blue eye has no chance of staying out of trouble in a world 

where conformity is paramount – but there is more originality in Standish that just his eyes. 

Gaughen, A. C. Scarlet.  

Retelling of Little Red Riding Hood. 



Scarlet, a feisty lady-thief, has made a home in Sherwood Forest with Robin Hood and his 

band of thieves, but a face from the past may put her forest life and people she loves in 

jeopardy. 

Grant, Michael. BZRK.  

A war is raging in the nano…where biots and nanobots battle in the brain for control of the 

human race. For the soldiers of BZRK and AFCG it may be victory or madness. 

Grant, Michael and Katherine Applegate. Eve & Adam.  

What if you could design the perfect boy? Eve is given the chance; but what are the 

consequences of playing god? 

You might also enjoy Gone. Everyone over fifteen is disappearing in Sam’s town and the 

ones left behind are turning to him for help. They must unite and find a way to rule 

themselves while preparing to battle supernatural elements. 

Green, John. The Fault in Our Stars.  

Hazel and Gus are both Cancer Kids with very different prognoses when they meet and bond 

over what they share outside of their disease. Funny, poignant, honest and powerful. 

If you like The Fault In Our Stars why not try Papertowns or Looking For Alaska or An 

Abundance Of Katherines? 

Gregory, Philippa. The Other Boleyn Girl. 

International bestseller set in the Tudor court of King Henry VIII.   

When Henry VIII tires of pretty young Mary Boleyn, her powerful family instructs her to 

promote her sister, Anne, as a replacement. But Anne Boleyn, newly returned from the 

French court, intelligent and spirited, doesn’t agree to be Henry’s mistress – only his wife. 

Henry’s desperation for an heir and Anne’s promise of one changed the course UK history. 

This historical fiction novel would be suitable for senior students. 

Grisham, John. Theodore Boone 

For young legal eagles. 

Theodore is thirteen and wants nothing more than to swap school for the courtroom.  He 

loves big trials. Now the biggest murder case in his city's history is set to begin. A husband is 

on trial for his wife's murder. Is he guilty or innocent?  The case takes a sinister twist when 

Theodore uncovers a surprise witness with his own problems to hide. But Theodore is sworn 

to secrecy and time is running out.  

Can he find a way to bring the killer to justice . . . or will a guilty man get away with murder? 

 



Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident Of The Dog In The Night-Time 

Christopher is an intelligent young man who is autistic -every day is an investigation for him 

because of all the aspects of human life that he does not quite get. When the dog next door is 

killed with a garden fork, Christopher sets out to solve the murder in the style of his favourite 

(logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes.  

Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina.  

In this world, dragons can transform at will into the body of a human. Part human, part 

dragon, Seraphina must hide her heritage as the tenuous peace her country has with dragons 

seems likely to slip away as unknown elements are stirring up trouble that even Seraphina’s 

music can’t sooth. 

Henry, April. Girl Stolen 

Cheyenne Wilder is kidnapped while waiting in the car for her mother. The car is stolen by 

the son of a notorious criminal. When the father discovers that Cheyenne is the daughter of a 

wealthy CEO, he decides to hold her for ransom. Relying on her keen senses and the kindness 

of the boy, Cheyenne plots her escape 

Hiaasen, Carl. Chomp.  

Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an animal wrangler. When they get contacted to 

provide animals for the show Expedition Survival they agree- but can they live through it? 

Higson, Charlie. The Enemy  

Buckingham Palace becomes a refuge for kids fleeing zombie infested London.  In this fast 

paced futuristic thriller teens try to survive as a horrible disease sweeps across 

England.  Charlie Higson is also the writer of the highly successful Young Bond series 

Hill, Susan. The Woman In Black 

Arthur Kipps, an up-and-coming young solicitor has come from London to attend the funeral 

and settle the affairs of Mrs. Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. The routine formalities he 

anticipates give way to a tumble of events and secrets more sinister and terrifying than any 

nightmare: the rocking chair in the deserted nursery, the eerie sound of a pony and trap, a 

child's scream in the fog, and most dreadfully--and for Kipps most tragically--The Woman In 

Black. 

 

A delicious spine-tingler! 

  

Hooper, Mary. The Disgrace of Kitty Grey 

Set in Regency England.  Sent on an errand to London, Kitty takes the opportunity to search 

for her missing sweetheart.  Out of her depth in the city she is at the mercy of criminals and 

the justice system. 

 



Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker 

Alex Rider is forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate 

Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to every school 

in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal danger. 

Johnson, Catherine. Sawbones,  

It’s 1792 and the illegal trade in corpses to doctors and dissection tables has never been more 

lucrative, but are the corpses piling up a little too regularly? 

Jonasson, Jonas. The One-Hundred Year Old Man Who Climbed Out Of His Window And 

Disappeared.  

It’s Allan Karlsson’s 100th birthday and he’s sitting quietly in his room in an old people's 

home waiting for the party he-never-wanted to begin.  Suddenly, Allan decides to escape. 

And so begins his picaresque adventures involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full 

of cash, and incompetent police.  We learn about his earlier life in which he helped to make 

the atom bomb, became friends with American presidents, Russian tyrants and Chinese 

leaders and was a participant behind the scenes in many key events of the 20th Century.  If 

you liked ‘Forest Gump’, you’ll love this!! 

Kagawa, Julie. The Immortal Rules. 

Allison lives in a society that requires humans to register as blood donors for the ruling class 

of vampires. Instead of surrendering to their demands, she survives on the fringes of the city 

by scavenging for food and banding together with other runaways. However, the situation 

changes drastically when she finds herself at the top of the food chain. 

Kindl, Patrice. Keeping the Castle: A Tale of Romance, Riches and Real Estate 

The only way Althea can hope to keep the family home, Crawley Castle, is to marry a rich 

man. She must vie for the affections of too few men with her older step-sisters and the 

mysterious Miss Vincy. 

A clever take on Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 

Kontis, Althea. Enchanted 

Retelling of Beauty And The Beast.  

Sunday’s only comfort is writing stories, although what she writes has a terrible tendency to 

come true.  When Sunday meets an enchanted frog who asks about her stories, the two 

become friends. Soon that friendship deepens into something magical. One night Sunday 

kisses her frog goodbye and leaves, not realizing that her love has transformed him back into 

Rumbold, the crown prince of Arilland—and a man Sunday’s family despises. 

 

The prince returns to his castle, intent on making Sunday fall in love with him as the man he 

is, not the frog he was. But Sunday is not so easy to woo. How can she feel such a strange, 

strong attraction for this prince she barely knows? And what twisted secrets lie hidden in his 

past—and hers? 



Krakauer, Jon. Into The Wild 

The true story of Christopher McCandless, an idealistic young man who hiked on his own 

into the frozen Alaskan wilderness, with deadly consequences. 

LaFevers, Robin. Grave Mercy 

Ismae, a daughter of death and trained by the convent as an assassin, is assigned to assist 

Duval, the illegitimate brother of her ruler in this alternate medieval history novel.   

The first in His Fair Assassin series 

Lake, Nick. In Darkness 

Trapped on Haiti hundreds of years apart, the lives of gangster Shorty and slave rebellion 

leader Toussaint l'Ouverture are intertwined as Shorty tries to survive the 2010 earthquake. 

Lane, Andrew. Death Cloud 

Young Sherlock Holmes takes on his first case. Fourteen year old Holmes and his American 

tutor, Amyus Crowe, work together to discover if the mysterious deaths of two neighbours 

were caused by a vicious plague or if indeed it was…murder. 

Lerangis, Peter and Harry Mazer. Somebody Please Tell Me Who I Am.  

Ben Bright makes the decision to enlist in the Army. His deployment to the Middle East 

stresses his relationships with his friends and family, but nothing can prepare them for the 

way he returns home. 

Lewis, C S The Chronicles of Narnia 

Journeys to the end of the world, fantastic creatures, and epic battles between good and 

evil—what more could any reader ask for in one book?  The book that has it all is The Lion, 

the Witch and the Wardrobe, written in 1949 by C S Lewis. But Lewis did not stop there. Six 

more books followed and together they became known as The Chronicles of Narnia. 

 

Levithan, David. Every Day.  

How can love survive if you wake up as a different person every day? 

Lloyd, Saci. The Carbon Diaries 2015 

It's 1st January 2015 and the UK is the first nation to introduce carbon dioxide rationing in a 

drastic bid to combat climate change. As her family spirals out of control, Laura Brown 

chronicles the first year of rationing. In these dark days, Laura deals with the issues that 

really matter - love, floods and pigs. 

Lockhart, E. We Were Liars.  

We are the Liars - beautiful, privileged and living a life of carefree luxury. We are cracked 

and broken. A story of love and romance. A tale of tragedy. Which are lies? Which is truth? 



Lore, Pittacus I Am Number Four.  

Action and adventure are non-stop in this science fiction novel.  Nine teens from the planet 

Lorien come to Earth to train and develop their powers in order to reclaim their planet from 

the destructive Morgadorians.  A great read that’s exciting and easy to follow. 

Lowry, Lois. The Giver.  

Jonas, a sensitive twelve-year-old boy, had never thought there was anything wrong with his 

Community, until the day he is selected as the Receiver of Memory at The Ceremony.  

Lu, Marilyn Legend  

Meet slum-born Day and elite-born June as they fight to save to save their lives and world.  

First in a trilogy, it will appeal to ‘The Hunger Games’ fans. 

Maas, Sarah. Throne of Glass.  

Left for dead in a notorious prison work camp, Celaena is given a second chance at freedom 

by the Crown Prince. However, this freedom must be won in a cut-throat tournament of 

assassins, and some of her competitors are not playing by the rules. 

Mackall, Dandi. The Silence of Murder.  

An 18- year old, autistic boy has been put on trial for murder. Only one person thinks he’s 

innocent. Did he do it? What really happened that night? 

Marchetta, Melina. Froi of the Exiles: The Lumatere Chronicles.  

Three years after Finnikin of the Rock completed his journey back to Lumatere, young Froi is 

sent away from Lumatere on a journey of his own.  

McCormick, Patricia. Never Fall Down.  

Arn is taken from his home by the Khmer Rouge and forced to become a child soldier. What 

will he do to survive? 

McKenzie, Sophie. Missing Me.  

Madison and Lauren set out to find their biological father.  But is he all he seems? 

Meyer, Marissa. Cinder.  

Retelling of Cinderella 

Cyborg Cinder, a mechanic in the chaotic street market of New Beijing, threatened by disease 

and aliens, meets Prince Kai when he brings a beloved robot in for repair. 

Mieville, China. Railsea.  

Sham Yes ap Soorap, a doctor’s assistant aboard the Medes, has been given a dream to look 

at but may never see. The unending space of where the railsea ends and where angels may 



roam, is a legend, and it's the place Sham wants to go. Captain Naphi, however, has other 

plans. She is after the great white moldywarpe, Mocker-Jocker, and will stop at nothing to 

capture it. 

Morpurgo, Michael. War Horse 

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality of battle from 

both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders from his 

back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible times. One 

horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the beauty of 

peace. This is his story. 

Muchamore, Robert  The Recruit 

A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be undercover police or 

intelligence agents, but her children bring their friends home and they run all over the place. 

The terrorist doesn't know that one of these kids has bugged every room in her house, made 

copies of all her computer files and stolen her address book. The kid works for CHERUB.  

CHERUB agents are aged between ten and seventeen. They live in the real world, slipping 

under adult radar and getting information that sends criminals and terrorists to jail.  For 

official purposes, these children do not exist. 

You might like his Henderson’s Boys series – The Escape. 

Summer, 1940.  Hitler's army is advancing towards Paris and millions of French civilians are 

fleeing.  Amidst the chaos, two British children are being hunted by German agents.  British 

spy Charles Henderson tries to reach them first, but he can only do it with the help of a 

twelve year old French orphan.  The British secret service is about to discover that kids 

working undercover will help to win the war.   

Naidoo, Beverely. Burn My Heart 

 

Ness, Patrick. The Rest of Us Just Live Here 

Award-winning writer Patrick Ness asks what if you weren't the Chosen One? The one who's 

supposed to fight the zombies or the soul-eating ghosts.  What if you were like Mikey? Who 

just wants to graduate and go to prom and maybe finally work up the courage to ask Henna 

out before someone goes and blows up the high school. Again. Because sometimes there are 

problems bigger than this week's end of the world and sometimes you just have to find the 

extraordinary in your ordinary life.  

Nielsen, Jennifer. The False Prince.  

The ambitious Conner hand-picks four orphans with the intention of selecting one to pose as 

the lost Prince Jaron, heir to the throne of Carthya, then taking the kingship for himself. 

 

 



O’Dell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins.  

Twelve-year-old Karana escapes death at the hands of treacherous hunters, only to find 

herself totally alone on a harsh desolate island. How does she survive in the face of all sorts 

of dangers?  

Oliver, Lauren. Delirium 

Love is dangerous and brings nothing but destruction and disease. Seventeen year old Lena is 

counting the days when she will turn eighteen and have the mandatory government operation 

that will remove her ability to feel love. All is going according to plan until Lena meets Alex 

and discovers that the feelings she is taught to fear are far more powerful and pleasant than 

she realized. This is a fast paced and deeply romantic dystopian book about what happens 

when a government controls a society's emotions. 

Oppel, Kenneth. Such Wicked Intent.  

A prequel to Mary Shelley’s classic gothic horror Frankenstein. 

Try as he might, Victor cannot avoid the two great temptations in his life: the power over life 

and death offered by the Dark Sciences, and his love for his brother's fiancée. 

Palacio, R J Wonder 

August Pullman, born with a cleft-palate is about to start mainstream school after being 

home-schooled by his parents.  He desperately wants to be accepted, but can he convince his 

classmates that he’s just like them? 

Patterson, James Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life 

Rafe’s plan to break every rule in the school is soon out of control.  This book would appeal 

to reluctant readers. 

Paterson, Katherine.  Jacob Have I Loved.  

Lonely Louise reflects on her unhappy years as the second best twin in a poor family 

Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet.  

Brian is a city boy, not used to living rough. His plane crash-lands in the Canadian 

wilderness. All he has is a hatchet - and a desperate will to survive.  Now Brian must learn to 

live the hard way - or die. 

Pratchett, Terry. Dodger.  

Dodger is the smartest lad in London, scheming with Dickens, glad-handing Disraeli, and 

even getting the upper hand over Sweeney Todd in his quest to protect an anonymous girl. 

You might also enjoy Pratchett’s Nation. Historical Fiction/Odyssey Award Winner. A giant 

tidal wave brings together two teenagers from very different worlds: Mau, a young islander 

journeying back to his village, and Daphne, a young English girl traveling by ship meet her 



father. Amidst great destruction and loss, the teens grapple with traditional beliefs in order to 

survive and to take care of the many others who find their way to the island. 

Pullman, Philip. His Dark Materials Trilogy 

Northern Lights introduces Lyra, an orphan, who lives in a parallel universe in which science, 

theology and magic are entwined.  Lyra's search for a kidnapped friend uncovers a sinister 

plot involving stolen children and turns into a quest to understand a mysterious phenomenon 

called Dust.  

In The Subtle Knife she is joined on her journey by Will, a boy who possesses a knife that can 

cut windows between worlds. As Lyra learns the truth about her parents and her prophesied 

destiny, the two young people are caught up in a war against celestial powers that ranges 

across many worlds and leads to a thrilling conclusion in The Amber Spyglass. 

The trilogy features armoured polar bears, magical devices, witches and demons.  It is also a 

re-imagining of Milton's Paradise Lost.  

Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson And The Lightning Thief 

Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork or control his 

temper. Being away at boarding school is only getting worse—Percy could have sworn his 

pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mother finds 

out, she knows it's time that he knew the truth about where he came from, and that he goes to 

the one place he'll be safe. She sends Percy to Camp Half Blood, a summer camp for 

demigods, where he learns that the father he never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a 

mystery unfolds and together with his friends—one a satyr and the other the demigod 

daughter of Athena—Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to reach the gates of 

the Underworld (located in a recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war 

between the gods. 

Rosoff, Meg. How I Live Now 

Fifteen-year-old Daisy thinks she knows all about love. Her mother died giving birth to her, 

and now her dad has sent her away for the summer to live in the English countryside with 

cousins she's never met.  Her aunt goes away on business soon after Daisy arrives. The next 

day bombs go off as London is attacked and occupied by an unnamed enemy. 

 

As power fails and systems fail, the farm becomes more isolated. Despite the war, it’s a kind 

of Eden, with no adults in charge and no rules, a place where Daisy’s bond with her cousins 

grows into something rare and extraordinary. But the war is everywhere, and Daisy and her 

cousins must lead each other into a world that is unknown in the scariest, most elemental 

way. 

 

Roth, Veronica. Divergent 

This is an exciting dystopian series. Sixteen year old Beatrice Prior must choose a faction. 

Will she choose Abnegation, Dauntless, Candor, Amity or Erudite? Despite the faction she 

chooses, Beatrice harbours a secret that if discovered could bring harm to herself and the ones 

she loves 



Rowell, Rainbow. Eleanor and Park 

Set over the course of a school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed sixteen-year-

olds—smart enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate 

enough to try. 

Sacher, Louis. Holes 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-

stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now 

Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention centre, Camp Green Lake, where the boys 

“build character” by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five 

feet deep. 

 

It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on 

at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for 

something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth 

in this funny story of crime and punishment—and redemption 

This novel should appeal to reluctant readers. 

Saenz, Benjamin Alire. Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe.  

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual 

way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have 

nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they 

share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through 

this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and 

the kind of people they want to be.  An exploration of identity and sexuality and a reminder 

that love—whether romantic or familial—should be open, free, and without shame. 

This book would be suitable for senior students. 

Sansom, C J Dissolution 

It is 1537, Henry VIII has proclaimed himself Supreme Head of the Church and the country 

is waking up to savage new laws, rigged trials and the greatest network of informers ever 

seen.  Under the order of Thomas Cromwell, a team of investigators is sent to examine the 

monasteries. There can only be one outcome - the monasteries are to be dissolved. 

But at the monastery of Scarnsea, events have spiralled out of control. Cromwell's 

investigator has been found dead and Scarnsea's Great Relic has disappeared. 

Dr Matthew Shardlake, lawyer and long-time supporter of Reform, is sent by Cromwell into 

this atmosphere of treachery and death. But Shardlake's investigation soon forces him to 

question everything he hears and everything that he believes.  

 

 



The atmospheric historical fiction novel would be suitable for senior students.  

Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis 

Set during the 1970s/1980s during Iran’s Islamic Revolution Persepolis paints an 

unforgettable portrait of daily life and the bewildering contradictions between home life and 

public life. 

Schrefer, Eliot. Endangered.  

Congo is a dangerous place. When Sophie has to visit her mother at her sanctuary for 

bonobos, she's not thrilled to be there. Then Otto, an infant bonobo, comes into her life, and 

for the first time she feels responsible for another creature. But peace does not last long for 

Sophie and Otto. When an armed revolution breaks out in the country, the sanctuary is 

attacked, and the two of them must escape unprepared into the jungle. Caught up in a deadly 

conflict, they must struggle to keep safe, to eat, and to live. 

A National Book Award finalist. 

Shepherd, Megan. The Madman’s Daughter 

Retelling of H G Wells’ The Island Of Doctor Moreau 

Gothic thriller of murder and madness set on a mysterious island. 

Shulman, Polly The Grimm Legacy  

When Elizabeth begins working in the New York Circulating Material Repository she learns 

that some of the objects and people aren’t as normal as they appear.  In a secret room in the 

basement lies the Grimm Collection.  That's where the librarians lock away powerful items 

straight out of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales such as Snow White's stepmother's sinister 

mirror.  When the magical objects start to disappear, Elizabeth embarks on a dangerous 

mission to catch the thief before she can be accused of the crime or captured by the thief. 

 

Spiegelman, Art. Maus 

Allegorical graphic novel about the Holocaust.  The Nazis are cats, the Jews are mice, the 

French are frogs etc.  

It is the story of Vladek Spiegelman and his wife who lived through and survived the 

Holocaust.  It also shows how the children of holocaust survivors are affected by the 

suffering of their parents.  

Spiegelman continued his and his father’s story in Maus II 

Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure Island.  

Ahoy me hearties! 

Classic story of young Jim Hawkins and the pirate Long John Silver sailing the high seas and 

searching for buried treasure.  A timeless tale of pirates, lost treasure maps, adventure, greed, 

double crossing and one of the best ‘baddies’ in literature! 



Stiefvater, Maggie. The Raven Boys.  

Blue Sargent has been told her entire life that she will kill her true love. She stays away from 

boys, but when one boy's ghost shows up on the corpse road, which is a promise of death 

within a year, Blue understands that she can no longer avoid the Raven Boys. When she 

teams up with them to search for ley lines and lost kings, she knows that something has 

started and that her life will never be the same. 

Stockett, Kathryn. The Help.  

Racial discrimination in Jackson, Mississippi in the 1960s is revealed in this story of African-

American maids and the privileged white women for whom they work. 

Tartt, Donna. The Secret History 

Under the influence of their charismatic classics professor, a group of clever students at an 

elite New England college discover a way of thinking and living that is a world away from 

the humdrum existence of their fellow students. But when they go beyond the boundaries of 

normal morality they slip gradually from obsession to corruption and betrayal into evil. Their 

lives are changed forever. 

This novel would be suitable for senior students. 

Taylor, Mildred. Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry 

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry follows a feisty African-American girl - Cassie Logan - as she 

grows up in Mississippi during the Depression and learns the shocking realities of racism.  

You’ll enjoy this if you loved The Help and To Kill a Mockingbird  

Tegelmeier, Raina Drama  

Hilarious graphic novel about a school play production.   

Her other graphic novels are great fun too!! – Smile and Sisters. 

TenNapel, Doug Bad Island, Graphix, 2011 ISBN 9780545314794 

Lyle, Karen, Janie and Reese must find a way off an island while they dodge weird and 

dangerous creatures (graphic novel) 

Tolkien, J R R The Hobbit 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from the comforts 

of home when one day Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his 

services on a dangerous expedition to raid the treasure trove of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s 

life is never to be the same again. 

Valentine, Jenny. Finding Violet Park 

Sixteen-year-old Lucas Swain becomes intrigued by the urn of ashes left in a minicab office. 

Convinced that its occupant – Violet Park – is communicating with him, he contrives to gain 



possession of the urn, little realising that his quest will take him on a voyage of self-discovery 

and identity, forcing him to finally confront what happened to his absent father. 

Wein, Elizabeth. Code Name Verity.  

Verity and Maddie are friends working in the war effort. When the Gestapo captures Verity, 

she trades information for freedom. Meanwhile, Maddie tries to free her.   

Her other novels Black Dove, White Raven and Rose Under Fire are fantastic reads. 

Westerfeld, Scott. Uglies 

Tally can't wait to turn sixteen and become Pretty. Turning sixteen brings a transformation 

from a repellent Ugly into a stunningly attractive Pretty, and catapults you into a high-tech 

paradise where your only job is to have a good time. But Tally's friend, Shay, isn't sure she 

wants to be Pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When Shay runs away, Tally learns 

about a whole new side of the Pretty world - and it isn't very pretty. The authorities offer 

Tally the worse choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn Pretty at 

all. What will Tally Choose? 

Williams-Garcia, Rita  

Three girls spend an unforgettable summer with their mother in 1960s America and learn 

about Black Power, revolution and forgiveness. 

Woolf, Christa. Medea: A Modern Retelling 

Medea is among the most notorious women in Greek tragedy: a woman scorned who 

sacrifices her own children to her jealous rage. Christa Wolf explodes the myth, offering 

readers a portrayal of a fiercely independent woman ensnared in a brutal political battle. 

Medea, driven by conscience to leave her corrupt homeland, arrives in Corinth with her 

husband, the hero Jason. He is welcomed, but she is branded an outsider. When she discovers 

the appalling secret behind the King of Corinth's claim to power, Medea is unwilling to 

ignore this horrifying truth and becomes a threat to the King and his ruthless advisers. Then, 

abandoned by Jason and made a public scapegoat, she is reviled as a witch and murderess. 

This book would be suitable for senior students. 

Yang, Gene Luen. American Born Chinese 

American Born Chinese maps the adolescent Chinese-American experience through three 

separate but interwoven stories. The first story centres on Jin Wang, a Chinese-American 

student at an all-white California high school. Jin is plagued by bullies, so when another 

Chinese student transfers to the school, Jin wants nothing to do with him. Next is a comic 

update of the legendary story of the Monkey King, an ancient Chinese morality tale. Finally, 

there's the stereotype of Chin-Kee, the ultimate negative Chinese cliche, with a sitcom-style 

"laugh track".  These three apparently unrelated tales come together with an unexpected twist, 

in a book that is hilarious, poignant and action-packed.  

 

 



Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief.  

This is a novel narrated by death. It tells the story of a young girl living in Nazi Germany, 

who goes to live with a foster family, and learns to read, and falls in love with books. 

 

Don’t forget to search the library catalogue for CBI Book of the Year Award winners, 

Scott O’Dell Award winners and the Newbery, Printz and YALSA honor books and 

other award winners. 
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